








100 GREEN SMALL BUSINESS TIPS

April Femrite

Web: Naturally Bamboo
Twitter: @Naturallybamboo
PURCHASE WIND POWER

“Contact your power company to see if they offer wind energy as an option. For about $4.00 more per
month we are purchasing wind power instead of non-renewable sources.”

BUY ECO-FRIENDLY BANNERS
“Buy promotional banners that are made out of recycled pop bottles and printed with water-based ink.”

Jessica Gardner
SEND GREEN HOLIDAY CARDS
“For the upcoming holiday season, send clients and other business contacts a green holiday greeting

card...cards are 50 percent sugarcane by-products and 50 percent recycled paper content, envelopes
are from 100% recycled paper: hitp:/bit.ly/oRNUJ”

Natasha K
USE RECYCLABLE CONTAINERS

“All Restaurants, for takeout purposes, should provide containers made from non-plastic containers or
at the very least recyclable containers. There is still too much Styrofoam, plastic lids, and hard plastic
containers everywhere! Also utensils made from cornstarch or potatoes are great! A great direction
restaurants should start to go is to charge customers for takeout containers, encouraging patrons to
bring their own containers from home.”

Stacey Rose
Web: Storey Kenworthy

SHOP LOCAL

“Shop and support local companies...by shopping locally you save on emissions and help the local
economies.”

Yiana Palacios
Web: Design Leap
Twitter: @DesignLeap

UPGRADE YOUR EQUIPMENT

“Replace your ancient equipment! Computers are in every office and they stay on for hours at a time.
Make sure that yours is energy efficient. Take a look at the Energy Star site to help you choose the right
one http://tinyurl.com/2c2d2f.

I’'ve just upgraded to MacBook Pro, it’s super energy efficient hitp://www.apple.com/machbookpro/
environment.html”
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100 GREEN SMALL BUSINESS TIPS

Simon Heseline
USE RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES

“Use rechargeable batteries in your wireless mouse / keyboard, prevents all those batteries from filling
landfills.”

Srinivas Vivek
Web: Inquisitive
USE FREE VIRTUALIZATION PRODUCTS

“For small business IT systems, use free virtualization products like VMware ESXi, VMware Server and
desktop to run multiple virtual machines (Windows or Linux) on single physical machine. There will be
lot of savings in Capex (hardware) and Opex (power and administrators). Productivity also will improve
as less management is required.”

Cathy, Joys
Web: www.justorganizeyourstuff.org
Twitter: @JOYS

BUY ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY SUPPLIES

“Buy environmentally friendly supplies. Yes, they may cost a bit more. But the more people who buy
them, the more affordable for everyone they will become.”

Deborah Elms
Web: Imprinted Originals
UPDATE TRADE SHOW DISPLAYS

“Save money and help the environment by selecting (or switching to) light weight portable displays
using fabric graphic displays created with low-VOC inks. What makes them green? Key points = less
impact on environment from low-VOC inks, less impact from aluminum or aluminum alloy frames, and

*significantly* less gasoline/carbon used in shipping due to much lower weights.”

Kirby Beaver
SWITCH TO FLUORESCENT BULBS

“For larger manufacturing facilities, they could have $50K in savings and help the environment by
switching all their halogen bulbs to fluorescent bulbs!”

Lynn
Web: Celebrate Green
GREEN YOUR BUSINESS REWARDS

“Instead of giving “things” as gifts or awards, offer experiences, tickets to events or privileges within the
company.”

bestbuy.com/hpbusiness



http://www.bestbuy.com/hpbusiness
http://www.smallbiztrends.com
http://www.viveknadar.com/
http://www.justorganizeyourstuff.org/
http://twitter.com/JOYS
http://www.imprintedoriginals.com/
http://www.celebrategreen.net/
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Jooled,
Web: Andzia’s Amber Jewelry

ASK FOR GREEN SUGGESTIONS

“Create a Green Suggestion Box & place it somewhere with a lot of workplace traffic, in a very visible
location. Pass the recycled packaging box, appropriated cooler or whatever you use around & ask
different departments, groups or people—whatever the case may be—to decorate it with a fun, upbeat
green workplace theme. These can be drawings, things pasted on the box, items affixed to the box,
etc. Make reviewing— & implementing the suggestions a regular part of the office/workplace routine

& you’ll find many smart, money saving tips flow in on an ongoing basis, ones that are tailor made for
your workplace. Give people a way to share, and believe it or not, they usually will.”

Ron Reed
Twitter: @themortgagedoc
MAKE GOING GREEN FUN

“Make going green fun for the entire office: best ideas= awards, time off, coupons for energy efficient
appliances, etc. But by all means, please do not form another committee!”

Tim Grahl
Web: Out:Think
Twitter: @timgrahl
BUY USED OR REFURBISHED
“Always buy used or refurbished equipment. Save it from the landfill while also saving money!”

Naomi Heimeyer
Web: Redwood Ranch

GET SOME OFFICE PLANTS

“Have 1 plant for every 100 sq ft of office space. This allows you to naturally filter your air in the office. It
also seems to brighten the tone of the office when you have other living things.”

Kevin
Web: Boston Green Building
Twitter: @bostongreen

LOOK INTO COMMERCIAL SOLAR SYSTEMS

“Look into affordable commercial solar systems that could be put on the roof of your company. Not
only do most states offer great incentives and low interest loans for solar system, but the payback
period can be under 10 years in many cases. It looks great and shows a company’s serious
commitment to going green.”
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Matt Storey

Web: Direct Interactions, Inc.

Twitter: @storeyma

SET UP HOME-BASED CALL CENTERS
“If you operate a call center, consider setting up a home-based agent program. REI, a Seattle-based
outdoor retailer, analyzed their entire business and concluded that employee commutes were by far
their largest contribution to pollution. By setting up a home-based agent program, they reduced the
environmental impact of their operations. Even more exciting, they reduced their overall call center
costs.”

Sadie Stocks
Web: Home Works Remodeling

USE RECYCLED PAPER PRODUCTS

“Switch to recycled toilet paper, paper towels and Kleenex.”

Rhonda Page
Web: Special Kids World

USE BIODEGRADABLE PACKAGING

“Products should be packed in biodegradable packaging. There is too much plastic and Styrofoam in
packaging.”

Anne M. Wenzel
Web: Econosystems
Twitter: @annewenzel

MANAGE TELECOMMUTING EMPLOYEES EFFICIENTLY

“Learn how to manage telecommuting employees or contractors. If you can keep on-site visits to a
minimum, there is less traffic and congestion on the roads, and fewer fossil fuels burned. It takes
being well organized about giving assignments and providing feedback, but with some practice
and documenting of procedures, telecommuting management skills can be learned. For employees,
consider paying a training wage for the first 3 months while you work out and document the
telecommuting system. For contractors, who typically receive a much higher hourly rate, check
references and make sure projects and payment schedules are well defined up front. With offsite help,
you can grow your business and become more profitable without leaving a bigger ecological footprint.”
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